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Foreign Businesses to Be Allowed to Use Japan's
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Kumamon Brand
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Kumamoto, Jan. 4 (Jiji Press)--The Kumamoto

TEMBETDERRUI.

prefectural government said Thursday it will allow
foreign businesses to make and sell products
featuring Kumamon, the official black bear mascot of
the southwestern Japan prefecture.
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The lifting of the ban is expected to boost recognition
of Kumamoto and help attract more visitors from
abroad to the prefecture, Kumamoto officials said.
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So far, the prefectural government had rejected the
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use of the Kumamon brand by foreign businesses due
to difficulties in patent management.
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"l want to spread the Kumamon brand to the world,"
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YY—5F1 -1 (ADK) [CEF, Kumamoto Governor Ikuo Kabashima said.
BHERICIERNERDD, The prefectural government will start receiving
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Kumamon.
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Revenue will be used for measures against pirated
goods and costs for related operations.
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The prefectural government will outsource related
operations, including granting approval for the use of
Kumamon illustrations, to Japanese advertising
agency Asatsu-DK Inc. <9747>.
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Domestic and overseas sales of Kumamon-related
products, including stuffed toys and stationery,
increased 27 pct in 2016 from the previous year to
some 128 billion yen, according to the prefectural
government.
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Japanese Brown Rice to be Exportable to Vietnam,
The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries.
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The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
announced on Tuesday that Japanese brown rice will
be exportable to Vietnam from this summer.
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The produce can be exported only if it has a
phytosanitary certificate issued by the Japanese
government.

INETEROBMB TSN, ZKICEU
TIRERNMEAT IEENHDRELLT,

4 RN FABGERBRO TN /=,

The Vietnam government, which has allowed Japan
to export polished rice, has not allowed the export of
brown rice due to concerns such as pest
contamination.
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The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries is
expecting the export of brown rice to enable fresh
delivery of Japanese rice to Vietnam.
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In 2017, Japan exported approximately 100 tons of
polished rice to Vietnam.
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