T o w ards a Linguistic T reatmen t of Comp ounds

in a Machine T ranslation En vironmen t

Sophia Ananiadou y

This pap er concentrates on research into the translation of comp ounds in a transfer

based MT system. W e determine how contemporary linguistic theory can contribute

to the characterisation, representation and translation of comp ounds. W e determine

pro ductive, comp ositional and translatable comp ounds. W e discuss evolving strate-

gies for e�ecting translation of these comp ound typ es. The results obtained are

readily adaptable to mo dels which hav e a strati�cational linguistic framework are

able to emulate feature v alue p ercolation. The research undertaken was reduction-

ist in nature, leading to a set of comp ositionally translatable pro ductive comp ound

typ es b eing isolated.

KeyW ords: Machine T r anslation, Comp ounds, Morpholo gy

y Department of Computing the Manchester Metrop olitan Universit y