
1.  

Copulative 

Perception Verb Construction CPVC

 

(1) a. Ants look weak and fragile. 

b.*Ants are looking weak and fragile. 

c. The actors were looking handsome during 

this play. 

(2) a. A man looks happy. 

b.*A man is looking happy. 

c.  ?The actor was looking good during the 

play. 

(3) a. ?Many men look busy. 

b. Many men are looking busy. 

c. Many men looked busy. 

d. Many men were looking busy. 

(1) bare plural

CPVC

CPVC

CPVC  

2.  

CPVC

look, sound, smell, taste, 

feel  

(4) a.Gandalf looked old and careworn. 

b.That sounds like a bit of old Bilbo’s rhyming.  

c.Something smells burnt. 

d.The bread tastes almost as good as it did last 

night. 

e.…it did not feel either cool or warm in the 

mouth. 

(J. R.R. Tolkien, The Lord of the Rings) 

be

CPVC

Kuroda(1991) categorical judgment

(2009)

categorical

CPVC  

(5) a. Sounds good! 

b. Smells nice! 

categorical judgment

 

CPVC

Rosembaum, 1967; Rogers, 

1972; , 2005; , 2005;Jackendoff, 

2007

(2c)
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the

be

2005

 

3.  

3.1.  

 

(6) a. a + e.g. a man  

b. bare plural e.g. birds  

c. e.g. many dogs, 

three cats  

(5a)

e.g. I bought a car

e.g. A dog is a useful animal

(5b)

Carlson, 1980

(5c)

(4a) a+ one

 

(7) a. A dog is a useful animal. 

b.*One dog is a useful animal. 

a

any

useful animal

One 

useful animal

 

3.2.  

2005

 

3.3.  

 

3.4.  

(e.g. busy, happy) Stage-level 

predicate (e.g. 

intelligent) Individual-level predicate

CPVC

SLP

ILP  

4.  

CPVC categorical 

judgment
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Kuroda (1991)

indefinite referential expression IRE

categorical judgment

IRE

 

4.1.  

CPVC

a+

CPVC

 

(8) a.Cats look weak. 

b.A soldier looks strong in a suit. 

 

(9) a.?? Three men look busy. 

b.?? Three men look tall in uniform. 

c.?? Many men look busy. 

, 2005

used to these days

 

(10) a.?? Knives looked really sharp. 

b. Knives used to look dull. 

c. These days knives look really sharp. 

CPVC

 

(11) This brand of potato crisp used to taste awful, 

but now they are delicious. 

categorical judgment

 

4.2.  

CPVC

 

(12) a.Cats look weak. 

b.??Cats are looking weak. 

(13) a.??Three men looked tall in military uniform. 

b. *Three men were looking in military 

uniform. 

busy

 

(14) a.??Three men look busy. 

b. ?Three men are looking busy. 

(15) a.??Many men look busy. 

b. ?Many men are looking busy. 

when
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tall weak

 

CPVC

categorical 

judgment

 

5.  

5.1.  

Kuroda (1991) Categorical 

judgment

CPVC

 

5.2.  

IRE

categorical judgment

CPVC
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